
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE WEST DES MOINES WATER WORKS 
August 21, 2017 

 
The regular meeting of The Board of Trustees of the West Des Moines Water Works was 
called to order by Chair Karen Novak Swalwell at 4:02 p.m. on Monday, August 21, 2017. 
Trustees Jody Smith and Scott Brennan were present; also present were staff members 
Diana Wilson, General Manager; Paula R. Meyer, Finance Manager and Treasurer; Becky 
Scott, Finance Manager and Treasure; Mark Hanasz, Water Distribution Manager; William 
Mabuce, Engineering Project Manager; Mitch Pinkerton, Water Production Manager; and 
Josh Heggen, Business Relations Manager. West Des Moines City Council member Rick 
Messerschmidt also attended as the council liaison to the Board.    
 
Moved by Brennan, seconded by Smith that the agenda be approved. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
No one came forward during the Citizen Forum. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to receive and file the Monthly Financial Report for 
July 2017.  
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried.  
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to approve the Minutes of Regular Meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of July 17, 2017. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Accepting 
Completed Improvements – 2017 Southwest Area Fee District Water Main Extension – 
88th Street from EP True to 900 feet North (West Des Moines Water Works Project No. 
00800-170-17001).” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “A Resolution 
Assessing Delinquent Water Service Charges.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Accepting 
Easement and Right-of-Way for Water Main.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Accepting 
Permanent Access Easement for Water Main and Appurtenances.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to approve the motion entitled “Approving Water 
Supply Service Agreement for The Preserve on Grand.”  
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Brennan, seconded by Smith to concur with the recommendation of the 
Personnel and Compensation Committee that the motion entitled “Ratify the Hiring of 
Rebecca Scott as the Finance Manager and Treasurer” be approved. 
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Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to concur with the recommendation of the 
Operations Committee that the motion entitled “Approving Concurrent Representation of the 
City of West Des Moines by Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. in the Matter of the Veterans Parkway 
28E Agreement” be approved. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Brennan, seconded by Smith to concur with the recommendation of the 
Operations Committee that the resolution entitled “Approving a Code of Iowa 28E 
Agreement between the City of West Des Moines, Iowa, the West Des Moines Water 
Works and the City of Norwalk, Iowa Regarding the Veterans Parkway Improvements” be 
adopted.  
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Brennan, seconded by Smith to concur with the recommendation of staff that the 
motion entitled “Approve and Authorize Execution of Professional Services Agreement with 
McClure Engineering Company for Topographic Survey Services” be approved. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to concur with the recommendation of staff that the 
motion entitled “Approve Request to Accept the Bids to Complete Installation of a Pressure 
Reducing/Sustaining Manhole and Award the Project to Holbrook Construction” be 
approved. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
The Chair announced that this is the time and place fixed for a public hearing on the 
matter of the adoption of plans, specifications, form of contract and estimate of cost for 
the construction of certain public improvements described in general as the 2017 Mills 
Civic Parkway Water Main Extension – 81st Street to 88th Street (Water Works Project No. 
00800-170-17008). The Secretary reported that the Notice to Bidders was posted once in 
a relevant contractor plan room service with statewide circulation and a relevant 
construction lead generating service with statewide circulation and on an internet site 
sponsored by the West Des Moines Water Works, not less than thirteen clear days nor 
more than forty-five days prior to August 9, 2017, and Notice of Public Hearing was 
published in the Des Moines Register, Wednesday, August 2, 2017, and the affidavit of 
publication is available to file with The Board of Trustees. The Chair called for any oral 
objections to the adoption of the plans, specifications, form of contract and estimate of 
cost. No oral objections were offered and the Secretary reported that no written objections 
thereto had been filed. Hearing no further comments, the Chair declared the public 
hearing is closed. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Adopting Plans, 
Specifications, Addenda, Form of Contract and Estimate of Costs.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to approve the motion entitled “Receive and File 
Bids Received on August 9, 2017.” 



Proceedings of The Board of Trustees             3                              August 21, 2017 
of The West Des Moines Water Works  
 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Making Award of 
Contract.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Approving 
Construction Contract and Bond.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
The Chair announced that this is the time and place fixed for a public hearing on the 
matter of the adoption of plans, specifications, form of contract and estimate of cost for 
the construction of certain public improvements described in general as the Lime Slaker 
System Replacement (Water Works Project No. 00800-120-17008). The Secretary 
reported that the Notice to Bidders was posted once in a relevant contractor plan room 
service with statewide circulation and a relevant construction lead generating service with 
statewide circulation and on an internet site sponsored by the West Des Moines Water 
Works, not less than thirteen clear days nor more than forty-five days prior to August 9, 
2017, and Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Des Moines Register, 
Wednesday, August 2, 2017, and the affidavit of publication is available to file with The 
Board of Trustees. The Chair called for any oral objections to the adoption of the plans, 
specifications, form of contract and estimate of cost. No oral objections were offered and 
the Secretary reported that no written objections thereto had been filed. Hearing no further 
comments, the Chair declared the public hearing is closed. 
 
Moved by Brennan, seconded by Smith to adopt the resolution entitled “Adopting Plans, 
Specifications, Addenda, Form of Contract and Estimate of Cost.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Brennan, seconded by Smith to approve the motion entitled “Receive and File 
Bids Received on August 9, 2017.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Brennan, seconded by Smith to adopt the resolution entitled “Making Award of 
Contract.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
The Chair announced that this is the time and place fixed for a public hearing on the 
matter of the adoption of plans, specifications, form of contract and estimate of cost for 
the construction of certain public improvements described in general as the 2017 Process 
Pipe Cleaning – A.C. Ward Treatment Plant. The Secretary reported that the Notice to 
Bidders was posted once in a relevant contractor plan room service with statewide 
circulation and a relevant construction lead generating service with statewide circulation 
and on an internet site sponsored by the West Des Moines Water Works, not less than 
thirteen clear days nor more than forty-five days prior to August 9, 2017, and Notice of 
Public Hearing was published in the Des Moines Register, Wednesday, August 2, 2017, 
and the affidavit of publication is available to file with The Board of Trustees. The Chair 
called for any oral objections to the adoption of the plans, specifications, form of contract 
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and estimate of cost. No oral objections were offered and the Secretary reported that no 
written objections thereto had been filed. Hearing no further comments, the Chair 
declared the public hearing is closed. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Adopting Plans, 
Specifications, Addenda, Form of Contract and Estimate of Costs.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to approve the motion entitled “Receive and File 
Bids Received on August 9, 2017.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Making Award of 
Contract.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to adopt the resolution entitled “Approving 
Construction Contract and Bond.” 
Roll call:  All yes. Resolution adopted. 
 
The General Manager shared a presentation from HDR and CH2M regarding the Des 
Moines Water Works Long Range Plan (LRP). The LRP describes future population and 
water demand projections to the year 2040. The LRP also addresses priority projects for 
rehabilitation of existing treatment facilities, nitrate management and alternatives for future 
production expansion.  
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to pay the non-construction bills in the amount of 
$730,551.06. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to pay the construction bills in the amount of 
$224,023.99. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Brennan to receive and file the following items: 
 a.  Project Progress Report   - August 17, 2017 
 b.  Water Quality Report   - July 2017 
 c.  Check Register    - July 2017 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
During the information report, Trustee Smith provided details of a meeting between the 
Finance and Audit Committees of the City of West Des Moines and West Des Moines 
Water Works to create policy regarding Water Works responsibility to provide 
reimbursement for portions of City projects which require water infrastructure modifications. 
A formal policy is currently being drafted by the City’s Legal Department and will be brought 
to the Board of Trustees for consideration at a future meeting. 
 
The General Manager discussed a recent meeting with staff of Des Moines Water Works to 
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reduce potential costs for a joint water main project by selecting an alternative pipe material. 
The project costs would be based on proportionate share of pipe capacity along with the 
City of Norwalk and the City of Cumming. A 28E amendment is being drafted and will be 
brought to the Trustees in the near future for consideration. 
 
Trustee Smith requested an update on the ongoing meter replacement project from the 
Business Relations Manager at the regular Board meeting in September.  
 
Moved by Brennan, seconded by Smith to adjourn at 5:27 p.m. 
Roll call:  All yes. Motion carried. 
 
Attest:  

      
       Diana Wilson    
       Secretary 
 
      
Karen Novak Swalwell 
Chair 
 
These Minutes are a draft. If corrections or additions are made the corrected minutes will be 
published after approval at the September 18, 2017 meeting. 


